
Propaganda and World War II 
 
 
 
 
Over the course of the war, the U.S. government waged a constant battle for the hearts and 
minds of the public. Persuading Americans to support the war effort became a wartime 
industry, just as important as producing bullets and planes. The U.S. government produced 
posters, pamphlets, newsreels, radio shows, and movies—all designed to create a public that 
was 100% behind the war effort. 
 
 
 
World War II propaganda focused around different themes that included: 
 

• Remembering Pearl Harbor 

• Identifying enemy combatants 

• Purchasing war bonds 

• Rationing food and other goods, as well as recycling 

• Joining the military 

• Women entering the workforce  

• Censorship 

 
 
Answer the following questions as you look at the following examples of propaganda: 
 

• For whom is the propaganda intended? 

• What is it trying to get the audience to do? 

• How successful do you think this was during WWII? 

• What symbols, key words, or well-known images are used? 

• What is the emotion conveyed? 

• How would you change this to make the message more powerful? 

• What themes are found in the poster? 

 

 



Videos 
 
“Der Fueher’s Face” 
 

 
 
“Donald Gets Drafted”  
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUO8KY_OGw8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dPr8NHYuO4


“The Ducktators”  
 

 
 
“The Thrifty Pig” 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsBG34TSJJ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8fjvfmnMqc


Songs 
 
“Remember Pearl Harbor”  
 

 
 
“Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition” 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlwmhWiiD2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUOPvtVZwo8


Posters 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 



 



 


