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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
April Cheek-Messier

In the 22 years since its dedication, the National D-Day Memorial has welcomed
more than two million visitors to honor the valor, fidelity, and sacrifice of the Allied Forces
on 6 June 1944,

It is only through your generosity that we are able to continue sharing this
valuable history with future generations. Thank you!

2023 was truly a year of milestones. A portion of the Ridgway-Deming Walking Trail
was dedicated, a new website and app were launched, and a number of special programs
took place to recognize our veterans and to highlight historical events. The Memorial also
hosted 63 field trips; one of our busiest school seasons yet!

This year's success is only possible because of the generosity of our donors and the
tireless efforts of our volunteers, staff, and Board of Directors. We are so grateful for a
community diligently working together to ensure our veterans' stories are heard.

As Winston Churchill once remarked, “We make a living by what we get, but we
make a life by what we give.” The WWII generation embodied this mantra, and now
concurrent generations are carrying the torch. At the Memorial, we see those efforts
each and every day in the spirit of selfless service and we could not be more thankful.

Please know how grateful I am for your partnership. With your help, I hope this next
season will be the most impactful yet. Thank you for all you do!

Wishing you all the best,

oot L

April Cheek-Messier
President & CEO, National D-Day Memorial Foundation




YEAR AT A
GLANCE

Thanks to the tireless work of volunteers and staff, as well as financial supporters
worldwide, the National D-Day Memorial has continued to flourish. New
milestones were reached, including a record number of field trips, new highs in
attendance, and a global achievement for our podcast. The Memorial also
continued daily work toward achieving our mission of preserving the stories of
D-Day and World War II for future generations.

We acquired important artifacts, cultivated relationships with members and
donors, prioritized high-quality educational offerings, and continued to share
this vital history with tens of thousands of people every year.

44,515 Onsite Visitors

31,147 Reached Through Virtual Programming

15,000 Artifacts in Our Collections Database
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The Memorial hosts numerous events throughout the year, including:

September 2-13, 2022: Poppy Peace Garden
Commemorating the 78th anniversary of the end of World War II, volunteers placed
4,415 red poppies—one for each Allied fatality on D-Day— alongside our Le Monument
Aux Morts sculpture as a visual tribute to the victims of the September 11, 2001 attacks,
as well as all veterans who sacrificed their lives for the freedoms we enjoy today.

November 11, 2022: Veterans Day Ceremony
Despite a tropical storm, we gathered in the Bedford Moose Lodge #1897 to honor
those who have served our country. Major General Antonio Munera, Commanding
General, U.S. Army Command, was present to address the assembled crowd.

December 2-4, 2022: Flames of Memory
Arranged throughout the Memorial's grounds, thousands of luminarias shone in
recognition of Overlord's fallen. This moving visual display, hosted annually, pays
tribute to the ultimate sacrifice each serviceman made to relight the lamp of freedom.

April 22, 2023: Family Day
This joyous family-friendly event focused on exploring life at home and on the front
lines during World War II. Family Day featured artifact displays, demonstrations,
children’s activities, living historians, musical performances, and special tours.

May 26, 2023: Stars and Stripes Forever Patriotic Concert
This annual tradition featured the Jefferson Choral Society and The Let's Dance Band.
The stirring concert had guests on their feet celebrating freedom and honoring those
who gave all to secure it.

May 29, 2023: Memorial Day Commemoration
Due to inclement weather, the Memorial Day Commemoration was held inside the
Bobbie G. Johnson Pavilion and live streamed to visitors from around the world. We
were honored to hear from Rear Admiral Michael J. Steffen and Lt. Governor Winsome
Earle-Sears during this moving ceremony to honor those who paid the ultimate price
for our freedom.

June 6, 2023: 79" Anniversary of D-Day Commemoration
Our 2023 commemoration featured remarks from Governor Glenn Youngkin, Maj.
General Timothy Williams, Dr. John C. McManus, Kevin Hymel, and George Patton
"Pat” Waters. We were also honored to host eight World War II veterans for the
ceremony.



¢
Spotlight

ON EVENTS
A Fitting Tribute to D-Day:

More than 6,600 people visited the Memorial or
watched virtually June 6, 2023 in honor of the 79"
anniversary of the Normandy landings. We were joined by
Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin; authors Kevin Hymel
and Dr. John C. McManus; and George Patton “Pat”
Waters, grandson of General Patton. Most importantly, we
were honored to be joined by eight World War II veterans,
all well into their 90s. Their presence was an inspiring
reminder of the dwindling generation who won a war,
vanquished tyranny in Europe, and then returned home to
build modern America.

After much anticipation, the Foundation dedicated a
portion of the Ridgway-Deming Walking Trail, with eager
supporters strolling the wooded footpath following the
ribbon cutting. Finally, a live recording of the Someone
Talked! podcast was held, along with book signings and
i our annual “You Shall Never Be Forgotten” ceremony.

It was in every way a fitting tribute, leaving those in
% attendance eagerly anticipating the major
commemoration of the 80" Anniversary in June 2024!




UPCOMING EVENT:

The National D-Day Memorial Foundation presents:

THE 80'" ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY
COMMEMORATION

June 6
= Every Story Lives On - The 80th Anniversary of D-Day Commemoration
ceremony will be held at the Memorial at 11AM. Program highlights include a
recognition of veterans, guest speakers, dignitaries, music, flyovers, and more.
Surviving D-Day and World War II veterans will take part
along with representatives from each of the Allied nations
and military personnel. The commemoration begins with
a morning ceremony featuring the laying of wreaths by D-
Day units. Other features include:

e Living historians

e An authentic Higgins Boat on display

o Portraits of Heroes and Faces of the Fallen photo
exhibits

o Book signings by guest authors

= The West Point Alumni Glee Club
will perform a special Patriotic
Remembrance concert beginning
at 7:30PM.

= At 9PM, immerse yourself while D-
Day unfolds around you. Join us for
When We Went In: The D-Day
Experience in Light and Sound.

June 8
= A 1940s themed concert will
precede a second showing of When

We Went In.
June 9
=  Our 80" Anniversary observance will close with a WWII field chapel service
at 11AM entitled Soldiers and Sailors

at Worship
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BIG NEWS:

SOMEONE TALKED!IS A GLOBAL
SUCCESS!

11,529 downloads

Top 107% of global podcasts

\ J

SOMEONE TﬂlKED‘

supported by

The Memorial's official podcast recently hit the
top 10% of most popular shows globally, out of
more than 3 million podcasts.

The ranking is from Listen Notes, the most
comprehensive online podcast database. As of
June 2023, listeners in more than 25 countries
have heard our discussions with leading WWII

2% NATIONAL D-DAY MEMOBIAL POIJGI\ST scholars.
With Host John C. McManus

With more than 34 episodes and 12,500+ unique
downloads, the podcast has reached listeners all
over the world!

i
4
4

Countries shaded in blue have had podcast listeners!
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GLOBAL SUPPORT

« Annual operating budget of $3 million
* Supporters from all 50 states, Guam, & the U.S. Virgin Islands

D- DAY SOCIETY MEMBERS FROM 40 STATES & FRANCE
DONORS WITH $1,000+ ANNUAL CUMULATIVE GIVING

¥***t
Illllll

D-DAY

SOCIETY

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORTERS IN

Argentina
Australia

Canada

China

Croatia

Denmark

France

Ireland

The Netherlands
Ireland

Spain
United Arab Emirates



FINANCIAL STANDING

Revenue and Contributions

4,000,000
3,500,000
3,000,000
2,500,000
2,000,000
1,500,000
1,000,000
500,000

0

$3,214,236 $3,230,852*

$531,851 $535,321

2021-2022 2022-2023

m Revenue ®Contributions

*Includes grants recievable

2021-2022 2022-2023
Total Support** $3,185,608 $4,043,891*
**Revenue + Contributions+ Investment Gains/Losses = Total Support
Assets
Beginning of Fiscal End of Fiscal Year
Year
Net Assets $18,936,414 $19,621,819

Support given by:
Other 3%

Business/Corporation 12%

Estate 6%

Individuals
50%

Foundation
29%



~ VVhat's Next?

| In the coming years, we look forward to
e beginning new projects in fulfillment
\ ~ of our Capital Campaign.
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VISION TO BUILD

The 2022-2023 Fiscal Year brought us even closer to embarking on new stages of our
Capital Campaign. The coming years will see additions that will enhance visitor
experience, promote sustainability, and provide greater opportunities to educate and
engage the public.

Key PIO]eCtS on the Horizon Include:
RIDGWAY-DEMING WALKING TRAIL

While half of the trail was dedicated June 6,
2023, we still have half the project to
complete! This pet-friendly, wheelchair-
accessible, one-mile walking trail will educate
guests on the importance and wuse of
Virginia's natural resources during World War
II. It will also increase visitor time on site and
serve as an added membership benefit.

ROBINS PERFORMANCE AMPHITHEATER

The Amphitheater's primary role is to provide
an alternative venue to holding events on the
main plaza. This will allow the Memorial to
retain an added sense of repose and
solemnity while reducing wear and tear. The
Amphitheater will be outfitted for lectures,
concerts, and performances, filling a need for
a large outdoor venue in Bedford.

DORIS AND JOHN FOWLER FAMILY
MOTOR POOL

The Motor Pool, equipped with an event deck
overlooking the Amphitheater, will serve as
additional exhibit, event, and temporary
office space for the growing National D-Day
Memorial Foundation. It will also function as
the future home of the Lee Holland
Collection, a series of immaculately restored
World War II vehicles.
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D-DAY

SOCIETY

*

What is the D-Day Society?

The D-Day Society is an extraordinary group of dedicated individuals and businesses who contribute

$1,000 or more per year to the Memorial and serve as our most trusted advisors and friends.

Members of the D-Day Society represent 34 states, with the greatest number of members coming from
Virginia, Florida, California, Texas, and Tennessee.

Founder's Circle $50,000+H

Mrs. Doris M. Fowler

Virginia Tobacco Region Revitalization
Commission

The Al Stroobants Foundation
Juanita M Cromer Estate

Mr. and Mrs. Rex D. Geveden

Mr. and Mrs. E. Claiborne Robins Jr.
Anonymous

Ms. Katharine T. Gray

BWX Technologies, Inc.

Dr. John G. Kennedy

Estate of Nancy K. Newman
Richard S. Reynolds Foundation

Lt. Col. Marvin L. Hale

Chairman's Circle $25,000-$49,999

Framatome

J. Leonard Hartman Estate

Mr. George P. Waters

The Merryman Family

County of Bedford

Centra

Ambassador Rozanne Ridgway
Virginia Tourism Corporation
Bison Printing, Inc.

Dominion Foundation

The Easley Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel G. Stoddard
American Electric Power Foundation

President's Circle $10,000- $24,999

C&F Bank

Mr. and Mrs. G. K. Sutton

Virginia Museum of History & Culture
Greater Lynchburg Community Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Franco Ambrogi
Ms. Bonnie Eyestone

Financial Designs

Virginia Department of Forestry
Mr. Paul Perrone

Bank of the James

Edgar B. Rouse Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick T. Scruggs
Jesse B. &§ WT Robinson Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Harper

Ms. Michelle Parrish

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Kessler

Ms. Sheila Balderson

Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Hines

Lt. Col. Jay Jacobsmeyer

Mr. Vincent C. Stone
Destination Bedford

Fostek Corporation

InveStCo. Foundation

The Boardman Family Foundation
The Titmus Foundation Inc.

Commanders $5,000- $9,999

Elbit Systems of America - Night Vision
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Garst

Mr. Lee Curtis

Virginia Foundation for Humanities
Mrs. Julie Summers Lord

Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Mary Jane Rhodes
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne and Peggy Schwartz
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Nygaard

Mr. Charles T. Walker

Mr. Harry F. Byrd I1I

Centra Bedford Memorial Hospital
Member One Federal Credit Union
Rosie's Gaming Emporium

Mrs. Marcella K. Arline




Mr. Hugh J. Jones III

Dr. Robert F. Selden Jr.

Town of Bedford

Mr. Ken Pritchett

Mr. Jim Daniel Jr.

Mr. Dave Lagasse and Ms. Jen Kohn
Mr. Richard Elder

Mr. M. Lemon

Mrs. Suzanne Maben

SgtMaj and Mrs. Gregory P. Maloof
Mr. Edward A. Peters III

Ms. Jennifer Pinkard

Mr. John T. Pinkard Jr.

Mr. David Thompson

Peachtree House Foundation
Southside Electric Cooperative
Thompson Family Fund

Steel Dynamics

The Estate of Clifford S. Bonney
The George And Sarah Buchanan Foundation

Ambassadors $2,500- $4,999

Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets

VFW Auxiliary Dept of Virginia

Mr. Horace R. Hiner Jr.

COL Ralph A. Thompson

Loyal Order of Moose, Inc. Bedford Moose
Lodge 1897

Mary Sue Collins Foundation

Mrs. Martha D. Conde

American Endowment Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Bradley

Mrs. Elaine Dobyns

Mr. and Mrs. George K. Frischkorn

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Todd

The Boyd & Joan Kelley Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. and Mrs. Edward Shallock
Mr. Christopher Simovich

Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Whisnant

Mr. Bob Slavonia

R.A. Slavonia Invitational Golf Tournament
Mrs. Nadine McFarland

Community Foundation Serving Western
Virginia

WoodmenlLife Chapter 175

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Reardon

Mr. Bob Wortham

Mr. Bob L. VandeLinde

Captain Richard L. Morris USMC Ret

Mr. Richard Ripley

Mrs. Julianna G. Stone

Mr. Mark E. Smith

Mr. Andrew Daniluk

Lt. Col. C. M. Duncan III, USAF, Ret

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth R. Ellison

Mr. and Mrs. John Klinedinst

Mr. John E. Woods

Mr. Donald Workman

Cintas- Bedford

Scott Cares Foundation

The Glebe, Inc.

The Sam and Marion Golden Helping Hand
Foundation Inc.

Mr. James A. Everett

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Humphrey

Mr. and Mrs. Steve T. and Rebecca Bast
Mrs. Mildred T. Muse

COL Bruce Patterson

Mr. Dan A. Villarial

Ms. Macie Ann Boggess

Mr. and Mrs. Clark E. Brown

Mr. John H. Frischkorn

Ms. Suzanne Hahn

Major Homer Hodge Ret.

Mr. John L. Nau III

Mrs. Cynthia L. Peffers

Mr. C J. Styles

Mr. and Mrs. Madison and Sarah Wootton
Ceres Foundation Inc.

Eliza Mount Thomas Foundation

Patriots $1,000 -$2,499

The GE Foundation

COL and Mrs. Dennis C. Cochrane
Mr. Louis S. Simondi

Mr. Steven J. Traut

Mr. Robert Barnhardt

Mr. George B. Cartledge Jr.

Mrs. Barbara K. Fisher

Ms. Iris Nelson-Schwartz

Mr. Charles D. Taylor

Mr. Dan Niccolucci

Ms. Connie M. Scaggs

Ms. Carolyn Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Peyton Baker

Mr. George G. Conner Jr.

Mr. Larry G. Dillon

Mr. George J. Gibbs Jr.

Ms. Martha A. Jones

Mr. Robert Kahle

COL and Mrs. Paul H. Lilly Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. McCurdy
Mr. Don Mcllvaine

Mrs. Leigh C. Mclvor

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mignogna
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Morris

Mr. Bradley Moyer

Mr. John T. Pinkard

Mr. David Rathburn

Mr. Tom Rice

Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Steele Jr.

Mr. James C. Stewart

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald I. Tessendorf
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Trage

Mr. James P. Waring

L&L Properties of Alleghany County



Pro Tech Fabrications, Inc.

The Minnie B. and Bernard B. Lane Foundation
VFW Post 9808

Walmart #1399

Ms. Kathleen R. Sheridan

Mrs. Cynthia Keeley

Mr. William Jannace

Mr. Leonard B. McElhaney

Mr. Grover D. Merritt

Mr. Thomas L. Braje

Colonel John W. Hazlett (Ret.)

Mr. Herbert Hollar

Mr. Reino I. Wantin

Ms. Jacqueline Clark

Mr. Robert Hatfield

Mr. Daniel H. Levin

SSG Harold Adams and EOD ALC 22-005
Mrs. Lucille H. Boggess

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Palmer

Mr. Dennis Covert

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Ross

Mr. John E. Moyer

LTC and Mrs. John L. Trevey
Citadel Club of Greater Washington
Timberland Mulch and Farms Inc.
Mr. Thomas M. Clower Jr.

Mr. Harold Elkins

Mr. Michael Hughes

Mr. Leonard C. Ingalls

The Hon. James Kulp

Ms. Bonnie Latshaw

Ms. Jo Ann Owens

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Perkins

Mr. Thomas J. Scott Jr.

Mr. Hugh Sproul

Mr. and Mrs. G.W. St. Clair

Mr. Emmett E. Stobbs Jr.

Dr. David M. Werle

Caswell Correctional Center
Coleman-Adams Construction, Inc.
Mr. Gary G. Mudd

Mr. Philip Gasiewicz

Mr. and Mrs. Mark G. Sobnosky

The M. F. Moorman Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon B. Eubank Jr.
Ms. Shannon C. Mayhew

Mr. Francis C. Bagbey

Mr. Daniel K. Chandler

Mr. Dennis Macinnes

Mrs. Carol A. Smith

24th Virginia Volunteer Infantry Regiment
Mr. Roland E. Ballow

Brigadier General Santo J. Fruscione (Ret.)
Mr. Bruce A. Bunting

Mr. Peter D. Jennings

Ms. Cindy Boyd

Mr. Donald Fuhr

Mr. and Mrs. Winfred D. Nash

Madam Lise Pommois

Ms. Jean Schulz

Mr. Barry P. Sebralla

The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. E. William Schneider III
Ms. Henrida Holloway

Ms. Myrna Dagdagan

Mr. Robert S. Perkin

Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated
CDR Robert E. Palmer USN (Ret.)
1st Stuart Horse Artillery Battery of Virginia, Inc.
Mr. David S. Wesnitzer

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur G. Ellis Jr.

Mr. and Ms. Lloyd O. Goode Jr.

Mr. Cranston Williams Jr.

Ms. Patricia J. Schlegel

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Warren K. Crist

Ms. Faye A. Ferguson

Mr. and Mrs. Roger C. Lewis

Dr. Doris Lindner

Col. Mark T. McKenzie

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Nicolaisen

Mr. J.R. Pugh

Mr. Douglas Stover

Mr. Bruce L. Faloon

Mr. William Bailes

Mr. Robert M. Beym

Mr. Boyd Campbell

Colonel Jennifer N. Pritzker

Dr. Jeffrey S. Angell

Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Jim Archer

Ms. Diana Backhaus

LTC Albert Bailey

Mr. and Mrs. Denzil Barker

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Barth

Mrs. Harold Baumgarten 29th Division
Association

Mr. Richard A. Bernstein

Mr. William R. Blevins

Lt. Col. Mountford E. Bodington
Dr. and Mrs. Glenn D. Boutilier
MAJ and Mrs. Joe Bowman

Mr. Clifton L. Brown Jr.

Mr. Terry J. Buck

Mr. James Carnes

CAPT and Mrs. Ralph and Rose Anne Carr
Mr. Sterling Cluff

Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Davis

Dr. Richard W. Dillard

Dr. William C. Elmore

RADM (LH) and Mrs. John Elnitsky
Dr. Jerrold Epstein

Ms. Linda Fagerstrom

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Frantz

Mr. John D. Gannett Jr.

Mr. Michael Graziano

Mr. Jerome Groniger

Mrs. Kathleen D. Guzi



Ms. Rosan H. Hawkins

Mr. Paul Herbert

Mr. Robert Hill

Ms. Sue Hillsman

Mr. Gary Houghton

Ms. Barbara W. Howell

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin C. Jacques
Mr. Danny L. Johnson

Colonel and Mrs. Fred E. Johnston III
Mr. Alfred G. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. James Kirk

Mr. Peter Kowalchuk

Mr. and Mrs. Tom and Anne Kreutzer
Mr. Robert C. Kuhlo

Dr. Ryan E. Lesh

Mr.J M. Long

Mrs. Lola L. Manning

Mrs. Joanne A. Mayberry

Mr. John P. Messier and Mrs. April Cheek-
Messier

Mr. Richard Moats

Mr. Carroll W. Moon

Ms. Sarah Moor

Ms. Catherine Outland

Ms. Martha H. Parker

Ms. Kathy C. Patten

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Quagliotti
Mrs. Jane N. Rice

Mr. F W. Richards Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen W. Richter
Mr. David J. Roane Sr.

Maj. and Mrs. James A. Robertson
Mr. Andrew H. Rucker

Mr. Michael Rue

Captain and Mrs. Mark S. Sadel

Lt Col Jack Savage Ret.

Mr. Richard R. Sayers

Mr. Jason C. Schickedanz

Ms. Wendy Schmehl

Mr. William P. Scully

Mr. Garnett E. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Sparks

Mr. Carl H. Stinnette

Mrs. Gail Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Thomas
Mr. R. R. Watson

Mr. Scott Weber

Mr. and Mrs. Larry W. Welker

Mr. and Mrs. John Widick

D.A. Davidson & Co.

Mr. and Mrs. George Woods

Mr. Stephen Zynda

DAV - Department of Virginia
FabEnCo Founding Fathers Foundation
Fairfield Amvets Post 172
Genworth Financial

Lynchburg Office of Economic Development &
Tourism

New River Electric Corp.

The Nick and Kelly Testoni Charitable Fund
Virginia Moose Assoc District 6
Watt Foster Family Foundation
Woods Rogers Vandeventer Black
Wytheville Post 2719 VFW

Ms. Susan Tillman

John R. Cook Endowment
MonuMedic

Chair of the D-Day Society, George Patton “Pat” Waters

George Patton “Pat” Waters was born in New York City on January
18, 1941 to General John K. Waters and Beatrice Patton Waters, the
first-born daughter of General and Mrs. George S. Patton Jr. He
graduated from Pfeiffer College in North Carolina in 1965 and
enlisted in the U.S. Navy Reserve that same year, attending Officer
Candidate's School. He served aboard the destroyer USS Braine as
Combat Information Officer for a three-year tour of the Western
Pacific and as an instructor in Anti-Submarine Warfare at Glynco

(GA) Naval Air Station. Following his naval
service, he worked as an executive in a Coca-
Cola bottling plant in Louisiana before starting
Waters Investments, LLC. He has served as a
board member of the Congressional Medal of
Honor Foundation, Patriots’ Point Development
Authority, the USS Yorktown Foundation and
now serves as Chair of the D-Day Society for the
National D-Day Memorial.



